REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 


The Principles of Surgery and Surgical Pathology. By Dr. 

Hermann Tillmanns, Professor in the University of Leipsic. 

Translated from the Third German Edition by John Rogers, 

M.D., and Benjamin Tilton, M.D. With 441 Illustrations. 

New York: D. Appleton & Co., 1894. 

The translators of this work undertook the task of rendering it 
into English because it seemed to them that there was a demand, es¬ 
pecially among our students, for a text-book devoted to the principles 
of surgery and surgical pathology separate from the surgery of the 
special parts; for German authors divide their surgeries into general 
and special, including in the former, not only general surgical pa¬ 
thology, but also the pathology and principles of treatment of the 
injuries and diseases of the various tissues, and confining the special 
surgery to the consideration of the purely local manifestations and 
regional surgery. 

This “general” part of Tillmanns’ surgery which these gentle¬ 
men have translated is certainly from one of the best of the German 
surgeries. It is divided into three sections, the first of which is de¬ 
voted to the general principles governing surgical operations. In 
this part are chapters on the preparations for an aseptic operation ; 
the alleviation of pain during operations; the prevention of loss of 
blood during an operation; general rules for performing an aseptic 
operation and for the after-treatment of the patient; the different 
ways of dividing the tissues; the methods of arresting haemorrhage, 
drainage of wounds, the method of uniting the tissues, general con¬ 
siderations of amputations, disarticulations, and resections; and oper¬ 
ations for remedying defects in the tissues. The second section is 

devoted to the methods of applying surgical dressings. It contains 
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chapters on the antiseptic and aseptic protective dressings ; other 
methods of treating wounds; general rules for the application of 
bandages and retention appliances; the sick-bed of the patient; im¬ 
mobilization appliances and dressings ; and the application of immo¬ 
bilizing dressings made of materials which gradually harden. The 
third and last section is given to surgical pathology and therapy, and 
is made up of chapters on inflammations and injuries; injuries and 
surgical diseases of the soft parts; injuries and surgical diseases of 
bone; injuries and diseases of joints, and tumors. 

The work is thoroughly up to date. “ Asepsis,” says the author, 
“ has taken the place of antisepsis in operations.” And further, 
“ One should operate as dry as possible, and avoid irrigating and 
washing out the wound with bichloride solutions whenever this can 
be done.” “ Since I began to make less free use of the poisonous 
antiseptics, I have no longer observed this aseptic wound fever. ’ ’ 
These are sentiments directly in line with modern surgical thought. 

Each subject is treated concisely, though nothing is omitted. 
Even the care of hypodermic needles is given some attention ; and 
such subjects as muscular hernia, dislocations of muscles and tendons, 
dislocations of nerves, and progressive myositis ossificans multiplex 
are not omitted. 

But little space is given to historic considerations. The value of 
the work is enhanced by the author’s own original researches, espe¬ 
cially his experiments in the histogenesis of new connective-tissue 
formations and in the anatomy and physiology of skin-grafting. 

Tumors are briefly treated. Throughout the whole work are 
references to the author’s Special Surgery. 

The translators have done their work well, and, notwithstanding 
that we encounter “ colour” and “ behaviour,” we are still pleased to 
be assured by the title-page that they live in New York, 

Blood-Serum Therapy and Antitoxins. By George E. Krieger, 

M.D. Chicago: E. H. Colegrove & Co., 1895. 

Until the scientific study of the etiology of diseases was begun, 
therapeutics was based upon the vaguest sort of empiricism. It has 



